
CHESTER SCHOOL DISTRICT 
50 NORTH ROAD 

CHESTER, NEW JERSEY 07930 
______________________________  

 
Telephone (908) 879-7383 

Fax (908) 879-5887 
Dr. Christina Van Woert                                                    Melissa Simmons 
Superintendent of Schools                                   School Business Administrator/ 

         Board Secretary 
 
August 22, 2017 
 
Dear Parents and/or Guardians, 
 
Good morning.  I hope this letter finds you well and winding down from a fun filled summer with family and friends.  It is 
hard to believe that it is almost over.  We are eagerly anticipating the return of your children to the Chester Schools, and 
I’m sure you are as well.  Over the summer months, we have had the opportunity to plan, to research, to be creative and to 
join our common energy and ideas around how we can continue to provide your children with the very best educational 
program possible.  We recognize that each of our students has only one chance to be a first grader or a fifth grader, etc. 
and we want to ensure that each year is their best ever! 
 
The first day of school is Tuesday, September 5th, 2017.  Please note our Visitation Day will be held on Thursday, Aug. 31st 
from 1:30 – 2:30 at Black River Middle School and 2:30 – 3:30 at Dickerson and Bragg Schools.  We invite you to visit the 
schools and your child’s classroom during these times.   
 
There are so many exciting and welcome developments in the Chester School District this year and I look forward to 
sharing more information with you as school begins.  But I wanted to highlight two of the most important initiatives now. 
One of our Board Goals this year is to develop a more thorough and comprehensive school security plan.  We will be 
hosting a Parent Information Evening in September to share the specifics of our plan and look forward to the full 
implementation of the plan this fall to allow for even greater safety and monitoring of our students and all of the visitors to 
our school campuses.  We will begin with the implementation of new traffic patterns and designated parking at our 
Dickerson and Bragg Schools.   
 
Additionally, we will begin working with a new food services company this year called Pomptonian.  After an exhaustive 
search process last year, with the input of a great many people including our students, the Board of Education offered a 
contract to Pomptonian.  We were very impressed with the multiple cuisine options they offered to their students, including 
many more varied and delicious healthy menu choices for our school lunches. 
 
Curriculum and Program Updates 
There have been a number of interesting developments in the area of curriculum and instruction as the State of New 
Jersey works with our schools to help us prepare to transition to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  We have 
been revising our curricula throughout this summer and will be ready to fully implement the new standards come 
September.  This year, in particular, there will a new K – 5 Science Program based on the Next Generation Science we are 
excited to be sharing with your children. 
 
Our district also continues to be at the forefront of personalized learning for our students as we are implementing a 1:1 
Chromebook initiative for all students in grades 2 – 8.  You can learn more about this program by visiting the 1:1 
Chromebook Initiative under the About our District tab on the district’s home page.  This year, the district will be offering an 
insurance program for our students and families for a cost of $20.00 for students in grades 3 – 5 and $40.00 for students in 
grade 6.  Our 7th and 8th graders will continue to have insurance on their Chromebooks as per last year program with no 
additional costs.  I encourage you to visit the web site to learn more about it and additional information will soon be 
forthcoming. 
 
New Faculty Members 
We are welcoming a number of new professionals to the district this year.  More information will come from each school, 
but I wanted to take a moment in this correspondence to welcome our new principal of Black River Middle School, Mr. 
Andrew White.  We will be holding a welcome reception for Mr. White on Tuesday, August 29th from 6:30 to 7:30 for 
students and parents.  Please come on over and say hello! 



 
We also want to welcome Mr. Brad Currie in his new role as the Chester School District Director of Planning, Research 
and Evaluation.  In this new role, Mr. Currie will be able to share his considerable expertise in the areas of educational 
research and technology district wide with all of our students and faculty members. 
 
Chester PTO and the Educational Foundation of the Chesters 
The Chester PTO and the Educational Foundation of the Chesters remain two of the most essential components of the 
Chester School District for their continued support of our students and faculty.  In essence, so many of our most engaging 
enrichment activities and many of our foundational programs come directly from their support.  This includes athletic and 
club stipends for our teachers, cultural arts assembly programs, and school supplies and materials.  I urge you to support 
both of these worthwhile organizations.  More information about joining the PTO and the Educational Foundation can be 
found on our homepage under the Parents tab. 
 
Important District Policies – HIB, Food Allergy and Title I 
Our Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying Policy can be found on the web site www.chester-nj.org.  We will also be 
sending it home to you via email.  Please note that the Chester School District Anti-Bullying District Coordinator will be Mr. 
Brad Currie.  Our School Anti-Bullying Specialists will be as follows:  Dickerson School – Mrs. Michele Lakefield/Dr. Sarah 
Southwick; Bragg School – Mrs. Jenna Spence/Dr. Melissa Scherzer; and for Black River Middle School – Mrs. Amal 
Azzara.   
 
The district also has a Food Allergy Policy that we would ask you to review with your children.  The policy and regulations 
can be found on the district web site. The policy calls for a number of simple changes and added protections for our 
students with life threatening food allergies. 
 
All classrooms in the district remain peanut/tree-nut free.  There will be a peanut/tree-nut free table available in all of the 
lunchrooms for students to utilize.  Students without any allergies are permitted to eat peanut butter in the lunchroom, but 
are strongly encouraged to wash their hands after lunch.  Please take some time before school begins to review with our 
Food Allergy Policy and Regulations.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your school principal. 
 
Chester also remains a Title I district and Title I services are available at Bragg School.  All information pertaining to Title I 
can be found on the district’s web page, under the links to the left, on the Title I tab. 
 
Blackboard Communications System 
We will continue to use Blackboard Notification System this year to notify you of important information.  This information 
now syncs with PowerSchool so you must verify that your information in PowerSchool is correct.   Once logged into 
PowerSchool please click on the bottom left icon, PowerSchool Registration. Here you can verify phone numbers and 
email address for notifications. 

If you would like to add text messages or change your preferences you must login to the Blackboard Notification 
system.  The link is located on the Home page of our website under the Parent Tab.  Emails will be sent from our 
Technology Department with login information as needed.  Please note that emails will only be sent to those who have not 
logged into the system before.  If you have previously had a login it will remain the same. 

Lastly, don’t forget to download the Chester School District App.  This is the best way to get all your information in one 
place!  You will have access to the news, grades, lunch balances, electronic backpack, lunch menus, etc.  Download it at 
the app store today. Just search for the Chester School District, the app is by Blackboard.  Your login information will be 
the same that you will use for the Blackboard notification system. 
 
Enjoy the last days of summer! 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Dr. Christina Van Woert 
Superintendent of Schools 
Chester School District 


